Minutes May 19, 2011 

Access Benton County

Present:  Edith Yang, Judy Heath, Pat Shermer, Marlene Massey, Dean Codo, Ronald Naasko, Tony Albert, Hugh White, Todd Allen, Jim Smith.

ABC Minutes are intended to describe the discussions, decisions, and actions that occur during ABC’s monthly meeting.  The minutes are to be considered only a draft until they are approved at the following monthly meeting.  Persons who receive the draft of the minutes and see inaccuracies or omissions in them are asked to please inform ABC.

A.  Our Special Guest, Aileen Hood, is the Executive Director of the Corvallis Community Alliance for Diversity (CAD).  Aileen outlined the history of CAD which began in 1983 with much support from Mayor Vars and the community.  Funding for the program was much more substantial than it is today.  Aileen's position is now funded at one-quarter time.  CAD has a contract with the City of Corvallis to provide "Omsbuds Services" when situations may arise that require knowledge and sensitivity about the diversity of people in order to help us build a strong, diverse community.

CAD services include training leading to diversity competencies, monthly meetings to involve our community in diversity activities, conflict resolution to create successful outcomes that honor diversity.  Aileen is available to provide these services upon request of individuals and organizations.  Please visit the CAD website if you would like more information:  http://alliancefordiversity.org/ CAD sponsors community forums, study circles, and a speakers bureau!

Aileen gave us a problem solving activity as an example of structured experiences that help us understand aspects of diversity and ourselves.  Thank You Aileen!

B.  Minutes of April 21, 2011 approved as submitted.

C.  Treasurer's Report:  Cash Balance of $248.00. 

D.  Correspondence.  Notice from Corvallis Transit Coordinator that an opening will  come soon for a commissioner on the (CACOT) Citizens Advisory Commission on Transportation.  If you are interested about this opportunity, please contact Mr. Tim Bates at 541.754.1761. 

E.  Continuing Business: 

  1.  Keith's Award.  ABC will post information and documents 

concerning our 2010 Award on our website soon.  We would be very happy to consider any nominations of individuals or organizations that you believe exemplify  the ideals of excellence in accessibility that Keith's Award represents. 

          2.  ABC facilitated the recycling of a ramp from the original user to a new user.  Thanks to the person who didn't need the ramp and the InterFaith Caregivers Ramp Program that recycled the 

ramp! 

          3.  ABC's special guest for the June 16th meeting will be Corvallis' new Mayor,  Julie Manning.  Please join us to consult with Julie about access issues that you  would like discussed! 

F.  New 

Business: 

          1.  Mr. Codo shared his experiences with the lack of law enforcement at two parks in Corvallis where no dogs are allowed.  The problem for him is  that many owners do take their dogs to these parks and the dogs are a safety problem!  Persons with disabilities often are very vulnerable to unleashed dogs that may jump on them, frighten them, or create waste that is harmful. 

Citizens who fear dogs may choose to go to these parks that are restricted for dogs with their owners.  Mr. Codo hopes that Corvallis can do better in terms of informing the public of the seriousness of the problem when there is not strong enforcement so that the park laws are respected. 

Mr. Codo would like to form an advisory committee with the Corvallis Parks Department to work on this problem.  If anyone is interested to work on this concern, please contact Mr. Codo at captainblackboot@gmail.com.  ABCers present also encouraged him to take his concern to his 

Ward  Counselor and the City Council. 

          2.  ABC brainstormed ideas on how to publicize the valuable services  that the Housing Division (Keith's Award recipient of 2010) provides. We came up with the idea of having a video done showing the access features that are provided to Corvallis citizens who can not easily afford to pay for important and safe accommodations to their homes. We agreed to do some research of resources to help us do this.  We have two individuals who would be willing to show their homes and describe the Housing Division services they received. 

Meeting Adjourned at 1 p.m.  

Next regular ABC Meeting will be Thursday, June 16, 2011, Noon to 1 p.m., Benton Plaza, Commissioner's Meeting Room. 

